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Squirrel Trophy Saturday 2nd June 2012
Start Time 1000
Sailing Instructions

1. The Race will be governed by the “Racing Rules of Sailing”(RRS) 2009-2012, the prescriptions of the RYA, the rules of the Portsmouth Yardstick, Class Rules and these Sailing Instructions. In case of ambiguity or conflict, these Sailing Instructions shall have precedence. The provisions within the RRS relating to TEAM RACING shall not apply.
2. ENTRIES

2.1 Entry forms are available from PSC and they should be lodged with the Officer of the Day before a yacht races.  The Race Committee reserves the right to refuse any entry if this condition is not met.

2.2 The safety of the boat and her entire management including insurance is the sole and inescapable responsibility of the owner(s) or the owner’s representative whose obligation it is to ensure that the boat is fully sound, seaworthy and equipped with all the necessary safety equipment.   Neither these sailing instructions nor any action of the race organisers in any way limits or reduces the complete and unlimited responsibility of the owner (s) or the owner’s representative.

2.3 Attention is drawn to RRS Part 1, and in particular, rule 4 (Decision to Race).

3.0 NOTICE TO COMPETITORS

3.1 Notice to competitors will be communicated primarily by VHF radio on Channel 77, and by other means as appropriate. Committee boat VHF name is “MORGANA”.

3.2 Any changes to the Sailing Instructions will be conveyed by Radio Channel 77.

3.3 Signals will be made from the Committee Boat, a 10 metre sailing

cruiser, MORGANA. White hull with the name clearly shown in white letters on blue dodgers. A pink buoy may be positioned approximately 10 metres astern of Morgana. Yachts MUST NOT pass between this buoy and Morgana nor touch it. Penalty for failure to comply will be disqualification.
3.4 Signal flags will be flown from the spreaders of Morgana or from staffs approximately 2 metres above deck level.
3.5 “Answering Pendant” will indicate a postponement of start. Time will be advised by VHF. One sound signal will accompany dropping of this signal and the Warning signal will follow approximately one minute later.

4.0 THE COURSE

The course will consist of 4 laps of a course of approximately 8 nautical miles per lap. The proposed course will be posted at PSC and MYC by 2100 on Friday 1 June. This may however be varied at any time before the start and revised details advised by VHF.
4.1 The course will not be changed except for shortening:   Flag ‘S’ will be displayed from MORGANA at the finish line. No sound signals will be made in respect of this signal, but the fleet may be informed by VHF.

5.1 THE START 

5.2 The start will be at or within 1.5 nautical miles of Porthmadog Fairway. The start line will be defined by a transit of the MAST of MORGANA and the Fairway buoy or, if away from the Fairway, a large pink buoy. Boats shall start by crossing this line in the direction of the first mark of the course leaving Morgana to starboard. Note that the start will be in the direction of the first turning mark and will not necessarily be to windward.
5.3 The Race will be started as follows :-    (This changes Rule 26)   Times will be taken from VISUAL signals ; the failure of a sound signal shall be disregarded. 
10 minutes before the start – Warning Signal – one sound signal – Flag displayed. Numeral pennant 9.

5 minutes before the start (engines off) Preparatory signal- one sound signal – flag ‘P’ displayed.

START one sound signal and both flags dropped.

5.4 Individual recall – one sound signal and boat notified (if possible) on Ch 77. Flag X raised on MORGANA on a staff forward of the mast.

5.5 General Recall – two sound signals and fleet notified on Ch 77. Flag “First substitute” raised on MORGANA on a staff forward of the mast.

6.0 THE FINISH

6.1   The finishing line will normally be between Porthmadog Fairway Buoy and the MAST of MORGANA. However, a shortened course may be terminated at any mark of the course where a line is formed between MORGANA and that mark. Flag “S” will be flown at the spreaders in this case.

6.2  Should Morgana not be on station at the time of finishing, yachts shall record their own finishing time and report it to the OOD by VHF. Yachts shall finish by passing Fairway to starboard (marks to starboard courses) or port (marks to port courses) within 30 metres of it, crossing an imaginary line perpendicular to the direction from the last mark.
6.3 There will be no Time Limit. However, where a yacht (or yachts) can no longer finish in a position which would affect the Club standings, the race may be terminated and the yacht or yachts informed where possible.

7.0 PROTESTS

Protest forms may be had from the race officer and should be completed and delivered to him within one hour of arrival in Porthmadog Harbour. Any yacht intending to protest shall inform the Race Officer at the earliest opportunity after the incident by any means practical, but normally by VHF.

8.0 SCORING  

The first three boats on corrected time from each club will score. Boats will be scored points equal to their finishing position excepting that the winning boat (on corrected time) will score ¾ of a point. The club with the lowest number of points will be the winner.   

8.1 Any club fielding less that three boats will score (for the missing boats) the number of boats entered Plus Two.

8.2 The first three boats from each club will score.

8.3 In the event of a tie, the winning club will be that whose last counting boat is in the highest position.

8.4 For a club with the minimum of three boats - Boats that Do Not Finish will score the number of boats in race plus One.   Boats that are disqualified will score the number of boats in race plus 4.

9.0 PENALTIES

As RRS rule 44.1 , the penalty for infringement of a Part 2 sailing rule shall be a 720 degree turn and the penalty for hitting a mark shall be a 360 degree turn, made clear of the mark at the first opportunity, (NOT re-rounding of the mark). Note that yacht carrying out penalty turns MUST KEEP CLEAR of other yachts.

10.0  HANDICAPPING

Where a yacht is listed in the current RYA Portsmouth Yardstick, the figure given therein, with appropriate permitted adjustments for keel and propeller configuration, will be used. Where no such listing is available the Race Committee will consider other information available and the owner’s submissions in respect of any claimed rating. The Race Committee’s decision will be final.
11.0  PRIZES

The Squirrel Trophy will be awarded to the winning club.

12.0  MOBILE PHONE

If communication by VHF is not possible, call OOD, Alan Butler, on 077866 10224

